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Staying with Agahozo-Shalom 
Thank you for staying with Agahozo-Shalom; we are looking forward to welcoming you to the Village.  
All visitors stay in our Guest Houses on campus and will experience Village life alongside our staff and 
students.  Please note that a stay in our Guest House, unless otherwise specified, is $55 per person, 
per night.  This can be payable before or upon your arrival. 
 
The cost includes: 

• Full board: breakfast, lunch and dinner with the rest of the Village in our Dining Hall. (Special 
breakfasts can be delivered to your room at the cost of $10 per person, per meal.) 

• A simply furnished room with bedding provided and an ensuite bathroom. These can be 
shared rooms or private (Please discuss your preferences with us before arrival).  

• Electric kettle and tea, coffee, bottled water etc. 
• A tour around Agahozo-Shalom Youth Village. 
• Any other scheduled events or activities that can be discussed prior to your arrival.  

 
Planning your stay  
Depending on the purpose and length of your trip you may wish to schedule in specific activities 
during your stay.  Please let us know well in advance if you have a specific interest in an area of the 
Village.  Many of our students and staff have extremely tight, busy schedules and setting up a 
meeting or an activity may not be possible to do on the day of your visit.  We are always welcome 
to accept ideas and are willing to accommodate any specific requests, as long as they are made in 
advance of your stay.  Please work with your contact at Agahozo to plan your stay and create your 
schedule as far as possible in advance.  Please also let us know well in advance any specific dietary 
or room requests that you may have.   
 
We recommend that you bring the following items:  

• Overnight bag with enough loose, comfortable clothes depending on the length and nature 
of your stay 

• Undergarments 
• Pajamas 
• Comfortable walking shoes 
• Sneakers/sandals/comfortable shoes  
• Sunscreen  
• Sunglasses  
• Water  
• Light rain jacket  
• Camera  
• Toiletries and feminine items as required  
• Any medication you may need for your stay  

Donations 
The Village always welcomes donations from its visitors and volunteers, whether monetary or in-
kind.  If you are interested in donating to the Village, please speak to your trip coordinator 



 

 

 

beforehand. If you have space and would like to bring items to ASYV, we gladly accept the 
following: 

• Twin sheets and blankets 
• Towels 
• Art supplies (paint brushes, paper, markers, etc.) 
• New or gently used clothing and shoes for teens 
• Sports gear (jump ropes, soccer cleats, sports bras etc.) 

*For a list of the most current needs, please contact info@asyv.org.  
 
Travelling to Agahozo-Shalom  
Agahozo-Shalom is located approximately 75 minutes east of Kigali, nine kilometers off the main 
road leading to the city of Rwamagana (and on the way to Akagera National Park.) The easiest way 
to get to the Village is by hiring a driver. This can be arranged through your hotel or travel agent. If 
necessary, we can also assist you in finding a driver.  

Driving directions to the Agahozo-Shalom Youth Village from Kigali  

• Drive east on the Vers Kibungo from Kigali toward Rwamagana & Kibungo. About 40 
kilometers east of Kigali (40-45 minutes), you will see a sign for the town of Ntunga. *Tip: 
it’s pronounced “noon-ga.”  (If you reach the town of Rwamagana, you have traveled too 
far.)  

• Make a right onto the dirt road at Ntunga and continue for another 9 kilometers. The 
entrance to the Village will be on your right. It's impossible to miss.  

• Enter through the brightly painted gate on your right, and have the security guards call 
Rachel Auerbach at 0783229605 to notify them of your arrival.  

• Proceed to the Mango Tree where you will meet your tour guide.  
• To view the location on a Google Map, follow this link: http://goo.gl/maps/Gq3Xe 

 
 

Public Transit directions to the Agahozo-Shalom Youth Village from Kigali  

• Go to the bus station at Nyabugogo (central/west Kigali) or Remera (eastern Kigali) 
• Locate the Stella Bus service kiosk (starts at Nyabugogo then goes to Remera then onward) 

and say you are going to Rwamagana but getting off early at Ntunga (*tip: the “t” is silent 
and it is pronounced “noon-ga”*). 

o The cost is RWF 1,100 and the ride will be about an hour long. 
• Get off at Ntunga (just before Bicumbi). 
• At Ntunga find a moto driver- they will likely approach you and will already expect to take 

you to Agahozo-Shalom. 
o The cost is RWF 1,000 and it is about a 15 minute ride on a dirt road. 

• Enter through the brightly painted gate on your right, and have the security guards call 
Rachel Auerbach at 0783229605 to notify them of your arrival.  

• Proceed to the Mango Tree where you will meet your tour guide. 

http://goo.gl/maps/Gq3Xe


 

 

 

General Tour Information  
A tour of the village is generally 2 to 3 hours long. It begins at the center of the Village at the Mango 
Tree and includes a Family Home, the amphitheatre, the farm, the Science Center, the art and music 
centers, the school and the dining hall.  
 
If you have specific points of interest please let us know ahead of time and we will try to emphasize 
the relevant aspects of the village.  
* Please note that the tour is given on foot and includes a significant amount of walking. Please 
wear comfortable shoes and dress accordingly.  
 
Accommodation 
Visitors and short-term volunteers stay in our Guest Houses. Each room has simple furnishings of 
bunk beds and shelves.  The Village provides sheets, a pillow, a light blanket, a small towel, and 
a mosquito net for each bed. You are welcome to bring your own sheets and towels from home 
— and we always appreciate donations of sheets, towels, and blankets.  
 
The bathroom has hot and cold water. However, please note that the Village experiences 
frequent power and water outages so it may not always be possible to shower. 
 
Food & Water 
 
Food 
Dining Hall: Three meals are provided “family style” and will be eaten with the staff and students 
at the dining hall. It is advisable to arrive on time, as the food will be served at the starting time.  
 
The variety of food of the Village tends to be somewhat limited. Breakfast consists of a freshly 
baked roll and homemade porridge. Lunch and dinner usually consist of rice, beans and an 
additional vegetable. Most days, the food in the Village is vegetarian. Meat is served infrequently, 
and there are always vegetarian options available. Please notify us in advance if you have any 
food allergies or dietary restrictions due to religious practice.  
 
While it is strongly recommended that you try and eat the majority of your meals in the dining 
hall with the kids, you may consider bringing some additional food items that can be prepared 
using the electric hot water kettles in the Guest Houses. 
  
The food at Agahozo-Shalom is thoroughly cooked and safe to eat. When fresh salad is served, it 
is also safe to eat (though that may not be the case when eating raw vegetables and fruits outside 
the Village.) Much of the food served in the Village comes from our farm, and meals are cooked 
over hot fires and in boiling water. 
 
The dining hall hours are as follows: 

Meal Weekdays Weekends and Holidays 



 

 

 

Breakfast 6:15-7:00am 7:00-8:00am 
Lunch 1:00-2:00pm 1:00-2:00pm 
Dinner 7:00-8:00pm 7:00-8:00pm 

 
Note: The schedule may be subject to change due to special events and holidays. You will be 
notified in advance of any schedule changes.  
 
ASYV Canteen: The Village has a small store that contains soda and snacks for purchase. It is open 
daily. 
 
Local Town: The nearest village is Rubona, approximately 1.5 kilometers away (20-minute walk) 
from ASYV. Rubona has an open-air food market every Tuesday and Friday where additional food, 
such as fruits and vegetables, can be purchased. All visitors and guests require permission from 
ASYV staff to leave the premises. 
 
Kigali: Kigali has a number of grocery stores and markets for additional items.  
 
Note: The change in diet may cause stomach-aches or minor illness, as is the case with travel 
anywhere. To avoid these complications, take general precautions: drink bottled or boiled 
water; make sure food is fully cooked and dairy products are pasteurized; and wash your hands 
often! 
 
Water 
The water at the Village is from a private source and is filtered.  You can use the water from the 
taps for washing and we have hydration stations located around site that provide filtered drinking 
water. Each Guest House suite will have a hot water kettle for boiling water and filling personal 
water bottles. Keep the bucket filled with water for showering and flushing the toilet in case 
water goes out. 
 
Please keep in mind that electricity and water do go out intermittently.  When this happens, 
drinking water is available in the Dining Hall. The rainwater collected in cisterns should not be 
used for cooking or drinking, even after boiling. It is only intended for cleaning and flushing 
toilets. 
 
Internet 
The Village is equipped with wireless Internet, though connectivity in Rwanda (like in much of 
Africa) is slow due to lack of bandwidth.  The networks are open.  The strongest WiFi networks 
can be accessed from the Administration Building and the Guest Houses.  
 
Electricity 
The electrical current used in Rwanda is 220V — the same as in most of Europe. Plugs used in 
Rwanda take 2 round prongs (same as most of Europe, except the UK).  Adapters will be 



 

 

 

necessary if your country uses a different plug. Most electrical devices have a built-in transformer 
that can accommodate a range of 110V to 220V, so a converter is unnecessary.  If any device 
does not have such a transformer (such as a hair dryer or electric shaver), it’s probably best to 
leave it at home. 
 
The Village’s electricity supply is generally good, though the power goes out on occasion.  There 
are outlets to charge phones, iPods, and computers, but electricity is expensive so try to minimize 
the amount of items that require charging regularly.  Additionally, the power supply can fluctuate 
at times, which may be damaging to electronic devices, particularly computers — so do not leave 
anything plugged in if the power goes out (when it comes back on is typically when there can be 
a power surge.)  
 
Stay Updated about ASYV! 
We hope you enjoy your stay with ASYV.  Keep up to date on our kids and what’s happening at 
the Village. Check out our social media:  
 
Facebook: AgahozoShalom  
Twitter: @asyv 
Blog: www.asyv.org/blog  
YouTube: www.youtube.com/theasyv 

http://www.asyv.org/blog
http://www.youtube.com/theasyv
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